
previously, this is a “We Thing,” and not an “I 
thing.” 

I’m asking all Committee and Commission Chairs 
to schedule meetings to discuss plans for the 
upcoming year. 

The Department Membership Task Force will be 
meeting soon to start implementing our plan for 
the year. This year the department officers will be 
traveling around the state visiting posts rather 
than attending district meetings. We want to help 
and guide those that have operational or 
leadership issues. We have the tools and people 
to help, train and assist posts in many areas of 
responsibility. We want to help all posts to fulfill 
the duties and responsibilities of an American 
Legion charter. All volunteer leaders will have to 
look in the mirror and say “Am I doing everything I 
can to help this post survive?” 

As a post, what programs are we doing in our 
communities that brings positive attention to the 
American Legion?  What do we do to promote 
The American Legion (brand awareness)? Are we 
in the schools to teach students about the Flag 
and patriotism? WHO IS GOING TO FILL OUR 
SHOES? WHO IS GOING TO CARRY THE 
LEGION FORWARD?  WHO IS GOING TO BE 
THERE TO HELP VETERANS, LIKE THOSE 
HELPING BEFORE US?  We can do this, but it’s a 
“Team Alabama” job to work 
together and move us forward, 
and back to the top. Let’s take 
the lead and show  National 
how it’s done!!!!  

“Step Off With A Full Thirty”  

Harry Christian 

Commander              
Department of Alabama        
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Commander’s Remarks 

What more can one say, I want 
to thank the entire delegation for 
your vote and confidence by 
electing me as your Department 
Commander. Next, I want to 
thank Past Department 
Commander Stacey for a 
wonderful year and making it fun. Thanks, go out 
to all the posts, units, squadrons and riders that 
attended the 99

th
 state convention. Also, 

congratulations to all selected to fill the various 
positions at the National and Department levels.  

We’re working on updating and modifying our 
five year plan for department growth and 
development.  It is important that you send in 
your ideas and concerns. As I,ve stated 

“The Department is 

HOT!! HOT!! HOT!!  

We have done it!!  

We made the 100% 

goal for 2017-2018.  

Thanks to those 

leaders that worked 

this to the end and to 

Hometown Lenders for 

their recruiting efforts.               

Donna Stacey       

Past Department Cdr 

 

Legion Baseball 

“Let’s keep promoting our 
programs in our schools; 
Oratorical, Boys and Girls 
State, Jr Shooting, 
JROTC, Scholarship pro-
grams, and American Le-
gion baseball,” says Com-

mander Christian. 

We recently had a great showcase of sev-
eral Alabama teams in Mobile at the Bay 
Bears Classic held at Hank Aaron Stadi-
um.   

We really appreciate Gary Beasley, coach 
for Post 76, helping to orchestrate this 
event.  It’s a great opportunity for these 
young players to play at a professional 
stadium.  
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Baseball (cont.)    The JV and Varsity tournaments will take place on 

fields in Shelby County from July 12 to 15.  The following weekend on 
Huntsville area fields is the Varsity Regional Tournament from July 20 to 22.  
Last, the 19U teams will conduct their tournament on Shelby County fields 
from July 27 to 29.   

Post leaders and members 
should come out and 
support their teams.  Also, 
we need volunteers to help 
sell tickets, meet and greet 
players and families, throw 
out first pitches and other 
activities. Contact   Baseball 
Commissioner, Alan Phillips, 
at albaseball@charter.net to 
let him know how many 
volunteers you’re bringing to 
each tournament.  More tournament information is available on the website:  
alabamaamericanlegionbaseball.com.  

                                          

This year’s Leadership Camp will be held July 27 – 31, 

2018 at Camp Boothe, Greenpond, Alabama.  The camp 

is for Sons and Jr Auxiliary members.  The cost is 

$160.00 per child. Applications can be found on the 

department website www.legional.org.  For more 

information please contact Ron Haygood at 205-910-

8566. 

2017-2018 Department Officers   At the Department’s 99th 

Annual Convention, 
National Vice 
Commander Bobby 
Bryant installed the 
newly elected 
department officers on 
Saturday evening at 
the Commander’s 
reception.  Christian 
was then presented his 
vehicle for this year’s  

travels.  The evening 
ended with the 
Commander’s banquet. 

 

2017 Camp Participants 

Leadership Camp                         

(L-R) NEC Willis Frazier, Alt NEC Rico Hall, Dept. Cdr 

Harry Christian, Sr. Vice Cdr Ron Bradstreet, Jr. Vice Cdr 

Tina Bush, 1st Div Cdr Wade Szakacs, 2nd Div Cdr Tony 

Berenotto, 3rd Div Cdr Buddy Keen, Judge Advocate Jay 

Snow, Chaplain Duke Martin, Sgt-of-Arms Freddie Jones 

and Past Dept. Cdr. Donna Stacey  

Veterans Retreat   

Veteran suicides in Alabama are some of the highest in the nation. To help 
reduce these statistics, Alabama Legionnaires have partnered with the local 
VA hospitals in Montgomery, Tuskegee, Tuscaloosa and Birmingham to 
conduct an annual veterans retreat.  The Alabama American Legion will 
conduct the fourth annual veterans’ retreat at YMCA’s Camp Chandler in 
Wetumpka, from Aug. 3 through 5, 2018.  Volun-
teer Legionnaires will host approximately 70 vet-
erans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress re-
sulting from their military service.  The veterans 
are enrolled in local VA treatment programs. The 
retreat offers alternative therapy options and 
team building opportunities relying on their com-
mon experiences and mental disabilities.  

The retreat is made possible by corporate dona-
tions from Hometown Lenders and Celebrity Cof-
fee Chef, Bryan David Scott.  Also, several Amer-
ican Legion posts across the state conducted 
fundraising activities throughout the year for this 
event.  Several equipment donations were pro-
vided by the Bass Pro Shop in Prattville. 

Volunteer support comes from members of the Legion family:  The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American and Legion Riders.   The volun-
teers help with events, escort, and meals.  They are essential to this pro-
gram.  If interested, contact the department headquarters. 

http://www.legional.org
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POW/MIA Recognition Day  

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is celebrated on September 21, 2018, 
on the third Friday in September. It honors those who were prisoners of war 
and those who are still missing in action.  

A ceremony to mark National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day will be held September 
22 on the south lawn of the State 
Capitol. The day’s events, hosted by the 
American Legion of Alabama, Rolling 
Thunder of Alabama and various 
veterans service organizations, begins 
at 10:30 a.m. with a motorcycle POW/
MIA Honor Ride from Cramton Bowl to 
the capitol.  The program speakers are both Medal of Honor recipients, 
Capt. Mike Rose of Huntsville and Maj. Gen. James Livingston of South 
Carolina.  The Department will transport Leadership Conference participants 
to the event. 

The 5th annual veter-
ans reunion will take 
place again in Tusca-
loosa on August 18.  
This is a free, honor-
ary day for all of Ala-
bama’s service mem-
bers! All Alabama Vet-
erans, current service 
members, and their 
families are invited to 
attend FREE a day of 
celebration!  More in-
formation is available 
at 
www.alabamaveterans

reunion.com. 

100th National Convention 
 
This year’s convention is set in the city where the 
first convention took place in 1919. It’s scheduled 
for August 24-30, 2018 in Minneapolis, MN. The 
registration forms are posted on the Department 
website. If you are interested in being a delegate 
get with your district leadership and find out how 
you can become a part of the once in a lifetime 
event. 

American Legion Centennial 
 
The National Convention will kickoff the American 
Legion’s centennial celebration.  Alabama needs 
to get excited about our 100

th
 year birthday as a 

Veterans Organization. We need to build enthusi-
asm ramping up to a successful American Legion 
Centennial Celebration.  
 
The Department is asking all posts to do their part 
and hold a fundraiser where the proceeds or por-
tions of it benefit the Department Centennial cele-
bration and the Alabama War Memorial. If you 
have a fundraiser contact the Department so we 
can get The Centennial Committee involved.  
 
We’re planning a centennial golf tournament and 
ball for the Montgomery area around March 15.  
We also plan to rededicate the American Legion 
headquarters and Alabama War Memorial around 
the same time.  We look for all posts to be in-
volved in these activities.   

Donations Needed to Restore the  Alabama War Memorial 

Have you purchased your brick to become part of the legacy of veterans to 

restore this special dedication to all Alabama veterans of all war eras?   

Fall Leadership 

Conference 

The Leadership Con-

ference will take place 

at Embassy Suites in 

Montgomery on Sep-

tember 21 – 22, 2018.  

The room rates will be 

$115.00 plus tax and 

parking.  Please call 

today 334-269-5055 

and make your reser-

vations.  If you are 

wanting to have a hos-

pitality room you must 

call and speak to 

Dawn Railey.   
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Army Birthday 

2017-2018 Leadership Team—Great Job! 

Firefighter of Year 

Police Officer of Year 

Boys State Gov & Lt Gov 

Recruiter of the Year 

Chris Frazier Award 

Veteran of the 

Year 

Aux Pres Sharon  Atkins 

 


