Consgtitution of Alabama
Sons of The American Legion

PREAMBLE

Proud Possessors of a Priceless Heritage, we male descendants of veterans of the Great \Alsgeciate
ourselves together as the Sons of The Americarobefpr the following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the Uni¢ates of America, to maintain law and order ostdr and
perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism, to preséhe memories of our former members and the astsmtiof
our members and forefathers in the Great Warsidolcate a sense of individual obligation to thenoaunity,
state and nation, to combat the autocracy of bwlclasses and the masses, to make right the noéstéght,
to promote peace and good will on earth, to safebaad transmit to posterity the principles of jcest freedom
and democracy, to consecrate and sanctify ourdsieip by our devotion to mutual helpfulness, topdo
letter and spirit, all of the great principles fahnich The American Legion stands, and to assisaimying on
for God and Country.

ARTICLE

Name

Section 1. The name of this organization shathiee‘Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of
Alabama”.

Section 2. The Detachment Headquarters of the 8bihe American Legion, shall be located at tteecf
the Department Headquarterfi@fAmerican Legion.

ARTICLE Il

Nature

Section 1. The Sons of The American Legion i&/éi@n organization. Membership therein does et
nor increase liability for mdity or police service.

Section 2. The Sons of The American Legion shalhbsolutely non-political and shall not be usedte
dissemination of partisan pnohes, nor the promotion of the candidacy of anyperor group
seeking public office or prefemb.

Section 3. The Sons of The American Legion ghalhbsolutely non-sectarian.

Section 4. Each member shall perform his duty eisizen according to his own conscience and wtdeding
in accord with the law.

ARTICLE I

Organization

Section 1. The Sons of The American Legion Headets, Shall be organized in Squadron, County and
District groups and shall comfiowith regulations of the Department of Alabama Aicen
Legion, with regulations of tNational Executive Committee of the Sons of The Aoam Legion
and the National Constitutiord 8y-Laws of the Sons of The American Legion.
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The American Legion, Department afb@ma and the Sons of The American Legion,
Detachment of Alabama, shallehpurisdiction over the Sons of The American Legio
Squadron, County and Districiugps organized. Application for charter must hténeeapproval
and endorsement of the spongotimerican Legion Post Commander, Department Camdera
and the National American Leg#djutant before issuance.

The Sons of The American Legion Squagdhall be organized under the jurisdiction and
sponsorship of a local post be ARmerican Legion and shall bear the name of spohsoring
post as follows: “Sons of Themérican Legion Squadron of Post Number
Department of Alabama”.

One Post shall sponsor not more tharSguadron.
The minimum membership for the fororaind existence of a Squadron shall be (10) mesnber

The Sons of The American Legion SquadCounty and District groups, shall be governgdich
rules and regulations as mapiescribed by the National Executive Committee loé American
Legion and The Sons of The AweariLegion.

ARTICLE IV
Eligibility

All male descendants, adopted sonstapdons of members of The American Legion anld suc
male descendants of veteransdida in service during World War |, World War the

Korean War, Vietnam War, LebanGrenada, Panama, Persian Gulf War and the War on
Terrorism, during the delimiting periods s@th in Article IV, Section I, of the National
Constitution of The American Legion or witied subsequent to their honorable discharge from
such service, shall be eligible for membgrén the Sons of The American Legion.

There shall be no form or class of benship, except an active membership.

There shall be no age barrier for mestbp in the Sons of The American Legion. Male
descendants can be a memberlhicmto death.

If there are some that are eligibledlong to the Sons of The American Legion, buir theme
post does not sponsor a Squadlrarll be permissible for these Sons to join guadron of
another post, until such timehesr home post forms a Squadron. They may trarster to said
Squadron, but cannot be forcemhéke such transfer.

No person may be a member of moredharSquadron at any one time.
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Section 6. No person who has been expelled lpuadon shall be admitted to membership in another
without the consent of the exipegliISquadron. Except, that where such consentdws b
asked and denied, he may theeapp the Detachment Executive Committee for
permission to apply for membepshi another Squadron and shall be ineligible for
membership until such permissgogranted.

ARTICLEV
Legidative

Section 1. A. The legislative body of the Soh3lee American Legion shall be the Detachment Cativa
of the Sons of The Ameritamgion. All actions at the Convention are subjeatatification
of the Department Execu@@mmittee of the Alabama American Legion.

B. There shall be created, a permanent Internal Aff@mmission, to be composed
of (5) members with not more than (1) menfb@mn any one Squadron appointed to this
Commission. They are to be appointed asvi@dloTwo members for a term of three years,
two members for a term of two years, one maridr a term of one year and thereafter
appointments for the expiring terms shalfibed by the Detachment Commander. The
chairman of this commission is to be appairitg the Detachment Commander and it will be
this chairman’s duty to report all actionkeia by this commission to the Detachment Executive

Committee for approval.

C. There shall be created asfitution and By-Laws Commission, to be compose(bpf
members with no more than (1) member from any apedron, to be appointed by the
Detachment Commander. They are to be appointeallas/§: Two members for three years,
two members for two years and one member for one ged thereafter appointments for the
expiring terms shall be filled by the Detachmentr@mander. The chairman of this commission
to be appointed by the Detachment Commanderthiigschairman’s responsibility to report all
actions by this commission to the Detachment Exee@ommittee for approval.

D. This commission shall be empowered to provieststency and/or to avoid any conflicts
Conforming to the Condiitn and By-Laws, through resolutions that are @nésd.

Section 2. The Department of Alabama, Americagidie Commander shall appoint a committee of (5)
members. Two are to be from the ranks of the Sbiis® American Legion and shall be the
detachment Commander and Adjutant, while the Craairrand the remaining (2) members are to
be from the ranks of The American Legion. This cattea shall be known as the “Advisory

Committee”.

Section 3. The (5) man committee shall supevisectivities of the Sons of The American Legithe
Chairman of this committee shalla member of the Department Americanism Comenitte
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In the Sons of The American Legiocheaguadron shall be entitled to (1) delegate Yerye(10)
members and (1) delegate forfaagtion thereof, based on current membership en(80) days
prior to the opening sessionhaf Detachment Convention and (1) alternate deldgagsach
delegate.

Each duly registered delegate shadinbitled to (1) vote. Alternates for registeretedates shall
have all privileges of registtdelegates, except that of voting. A registerddgige is one who
has received his credentialslaslpaid such registration fees as may be required

Delegates from (5) Squadrons shaltttoie a quorum.

All Past Detachment Commanders sleadldbegates at large to the Convention, with voting
privileges with their SquadroAd. Detachment Officers shall be delegates atdasgth voting
privileges with their respectisgquadrons. All Delegates at large must be prdeetiteir vote to be
casted. Only one vote per delegate at large

Where a County and/or District grapriganized the Commander shall be a delegategat \ith
voting privileges with their pestive Squadron.

Between the meetings of the Detachniemtadministrative power shall be vested in the
Detachment Executive Committethe Sons of The American Legion, which shall g¢singf the
Detachment Commander, (5) Vicenthanders, Chaplain, Finance Officer, (2) Sergéamrms,
the National Executive Committes, the Alternate National Executive Committeenadirast
Detachment Commanders and CoamdlyDistrict Commanders. Ex-Officio members shall
consist of the Detachment Hisiorthe Adjutant and all assistant Adjutants,hdge Advocate
and the members of the Advigbgmmittee.

The Detachment Executive Committed@Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of
Alabama shall provide a “Unifo@ode of Procedure”, for the orderly organizatiod aperation
of the Detachment Conventiorthwihe continuing power of revision. This code Ebalapplicable
at all Detachment Conventiongess it is amended, suspended or replaced by-¢hivds vote of
the registered delegates prese@t Detachment Convention. The Detachment Execut
Committee of the Sons of The Aican Legion, may establish in the “Uniform Code of
Procedure”, a registration fed¢ paid by delegates attending the Detachmentgddion and
may determine the amount of $aéd

ARTICLE VI
Elections

The Detachment Convention delegat@$ ellect a Detachment Commander, (5) Vice
Commanders, a Chaplain, a Fiadfficer, (2) Sergeant-At-Arms, a National Execati
Committeeman and an Alternatédwal Executive Committeeman.
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Section 2. The Commander, with the approval efletachment Executive Committee of the Sons of The
American Legion, shall appoirdetachment Historian, Judge Advocate, S.A.L. laais
and as many Assistant Adjutastsleemed necessary. The Detachment Adjutantastiglbe
open for appointment when thsifpan has become vacant by retirement or removal.

Section 3. Such officers shall serve until thadhment of the succeeding Convention, followihgit
election and thereafter untdittsuccessors are elected. Vacancies in thesmsfficcurring
between Conventions shall Hediby appointment by the Detachment Commandeh thi
approval of the Detachment ExeeuCommittee.

Section 4. The Detachment Convention delegai@é elect (1) National Executive Committeeman and
(1) Alternate National Executive Committeeman, for py@ar term, with the election to be held
in the even number years, beginning in 2010. Thieg®mnal Executive Committeemen may
succeed themselves by electidh@Detachment Convention delegates.

Section 5. No elected officers of the Detachnsiatl be allowed to hold more than one electedtioosi
Persons elected to an office malg as many appointed positions, as they soalesir

Section 6. A The incoming and outgoing Detaahin@mmanders, the Detachment Adjutant, and the
National Executive Comméinan shall be automatic delegates to the Natoavention of
the Sons of The Americagion. All current National Officers and all Pasitinal
Commanders are delegatémge with the Detachment to the National Convanti

B Each District with (500) more members, shall be entitled to elect (1) Naition
Convention Delegate andAlt¢rnate for each (500) members, based on mefnipersceived
at Department headquai{@&®d$ days prior to the Convention. The Detachmeteghtes shall
elect any remaining delegaind alternates to the National Convention.

C Inthe event the Detachnané whole, is entitled to less delegates thaagpeinted and
elected, according to parand B of these sections, the distribution okedates will be
determined by the Detachinterecutive Committee.

D In the event the Detachnaftdr the close of the Convention, becomes entidezhe or more
delegates by virtue ofntembership, in addition to those already appoioteglected, those

positions shall be filled #ppointment of the Detachment Commander witragiroval of the
Detachment Executive Conheeit

E Whenever a Delegate vacamcyis to the National Convention, after the officiasing
of the Detachment Conventibthe Sons of The American Legion, an Alternateate
shall be advanced to fi ttacancy and any Alternate Delegate vacanciekrshtabe filled.

Section 7.  The Detachment Convention and/d¢addenent Commander shall not elect or appoint more
than (3) members from any 8geadron to the Detachment Executive Committee
with voting privileges.
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ARTICLE VII

Finances

The general revenue of the Son$efAmerican Legion shall be derived from annual
membership dues and such aberces as may be approved by the Detachment Goowve

of the Sons of The Americamioa, Detachment of Alabama, with the approvahef Advisory
Committee and the Detachmewcdhtive Committee.

The amount of such annual dues faoNa shall be set by National and the amounuchsdues
for the Detachment shall belsethe Detachment, subject to the approval by tepadment
American Legion Executive Contegtand shall be payable Octobet 20 each year for the
succeeding year. Any changaichdues shall become a mandatory change to albersnof the
Sons of The American Legion.

All expenses paid out from the SonBha American Legion funds, must be by signed veuch
and have the written approvahef Detachment Finance Officer.

The Squadron shall determine the drtugs.

The annual National dues and the aridetachment dues shall be collected by each Squadr
and transmitted through Departhiéeadquarters. Department Headquarters will tnétrthe
National portion of the dueghe National Treasurer of The American Legion.

The appointed Advisory Committee er@Dretachment Finance Officer, shall procure a firan
statement of the Sons of The Aca@ Legion general fund activity, from Department
Headquarters prior to the Detaeht Convention, the Spring, Fall and Winter Detaeht
Executive Committee meetingshef Sons of The American Legion for review.

ARTICLE VIII

Discipline

The Detachment Executive Committe@Sons of The American Legion may suspend, cancel
or revoke the charter of any &tyon in the Sons of The American Legion, in theng\vt violates
the provisions of this Consiibat subject however to the approval of the DepartinfExecutive
Committee of The American Legion

Upon the cancellation or revocatiothefCharter of any Squadron, the property andssse
belonging to said Squadron, Isthare upon, become the property of the Post &f Aimerican
Legion to which such Squadroattached.
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ARTICLE IX
Amendments

Section 1. This Constitution may be amended ptC@tachment Convention by a two-thirds vote ofydul

registered delegates preseoviéed that no proposed amendment has been rejey e
Department Chairman or the Julideocate of the Department American Legion. Shahél
Chairman reject said amendméntay be referred to the Department Executive Cdtemof The
American Legion. The Executiven@nittee decision may be referred to the Nationadgtive
Committee. The National decisiobe final and binding.

Section 2. Amendments to the National Constitugbthe Sons of The American Legion shall autooasgity

operate to amend the Constitutibthe Detachment of Alabama.

Section 3. All or any changes in the Constitutibthe Detachment of Alabama, Sons of The American

Legion must have the approvahefJudge Advocate of the Department of Alabamacan
Legion.

Revised 01/14/17, approved by Department DEC3I17
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